The role of ethics in commercial genetic research: notes on the notion of commodification.
The emergence of exchange systems for new bodily entities such as organs, cell lines, and tissue samples has generated increasing ethical concern. Concurrently, the role of ethics is becoming contested. Some social scientists have sought to reveal ethics policies as veils for commercial exploitation, masking the crude commodification of the human body. Other social scientists and ethicists have attempted to carve out a role for ethics as a defense against such, presumably violent, market forces. This article seeks an alternative rout. In analyzing the commercialization of a particular Swedish biobank, it suggests that we are in fact witnessing a process of decommodification and that ethics policies do indeed play a central role in this. However, concomitantly, ethics can be seen to veil the commodification not of bodily entities but, rather, of research results. When approaching these processes it is suggested that we analyze the interrelatedness of moral reasoning and forms of exchange.